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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
19, 2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Regarding applicant's remarks regarding the Office Action Summary not giving 
application credit for properly submitted foreign priority requirements. Request is 
acknowledged and the accompanying Office Action Summary cures this deficiency. 

3. Regarding applicant's remarks regarding crossing out sections of the Information 
Disclosure Submission: all references cited on December 13, 2007 have been 
successfully entered into the record despite the appearance of misleading annotations. 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed June 19, 2008, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claims 19-20, 22-23, and 25 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) under Tsunooka and 
with respect to claims 21 and 24 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tsunooka in view of Bauer have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Tsunooka as cited below. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 19-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Tsunooka '6,230,795'. 

In re claim 19, Tsunooka et al disclose a heating and/or air conditioning system 
for a motor vehicle (see line 1 of abstract), said heating and/or air conditioning system 
comprising: a housing (1 1 , figure 1 ) which comprises a plurality of housing segments 
(see marked up figures 1 and 2), wherein at least one of the housing segments is an 
insertion part (see marked up figures 1 and 2) which comprises at least one functional 
unit (1 0, figure 1|, with at least one means for air conduction (37), a warm air feed (1 9, 
figure 1, warm air passage), a cold air feed (15, figure 1, cool air passage), at least one 
mixer valve (16, figure 1), or any combination thereof, wherein the insertion part (figure 
1) can be inserted into a receiving space (see marked up figure 1 and 2) in the 
remainder of the housing of the heating and/or air conditioning system such that a 
plurality of external wall portions (see marked up figures 1 and 2) of the insertion part 
(figure 1) abutting and adjacent to external wall portions of the remainder of the housing 
(see marked up figure 1 and 2) form an exterior surface of the housing along with the 
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abutting and adjacent external wall portions of the remainder of the housing (see 
marked up figures 1 and 2). 



Mixer module for 




Plurality of 
housing segment 



Tsunooka et al Marked up and combined figures 1 and 2 
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In re claim 20, Tsunooka et al 795 disclose the invention above and further 
disclose that the functional unit (10, figure 1) is a mixer module (C2, L54-58) for a rear 
area (please note that the mixer module is supplying air to at least a rear area of the 
vehicle as shown in figures 1 and 2, and therefore meets limitation.) 

In re claim 21 , Tsunooka et al disclose the invention above and further disclose that 
the functional unit (10, figure 1 ) comprises at least one drive (68, figure 3, motor for 
driving the rotation shaft 17, see C5, L59-61) for the at least one mixing valve (see 
[damper] door 16 and the surrounding casing, figure 1). 

In re claim 22, Tsunooka et al '795 disclose the invention above and further disclose 
that the insertion part (see marked up figures 1 and 2) is configured symmetrically to a 
longitudinal axis (front to rear, see figure 1 and 2). 

In re claim 23, Tsunooka et al '795 disclose the invention above and further disclose 
that the insertion part (see marked up figures 1 and 2) is configured symmetrically to a 
longitudinal axis (front to rear, see figure 1 and 2). 

In re claim 24, Tsunooka et al disclose the invention above and further disclose that 
the insertion part (see marked up figures 1 and 2) is configured symmetrically to a 
longitudinal axis. 

In re claim 25, Tsunooka et al '795 disclose the invention above and further 
disclose the application of modular air conditioning modular system in a motor vehicle. 
(See abstract, line 1). 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph J. Corrigan whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3213. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisors are Cheryl Tyler or Frantz Jules on (571 ) 272-4834 or (571 ) 272-6681 , 
respectively. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Joseph Corrigan/ /Cheryl J. Tyler/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3744 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

11/9/08 Unit 3744 



